TOWN OF SOMERS 

  MINUTES of the REGULAR MEETING 

July 22, 2014
The Regular Meeting of the Somers Town Board was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Ben Harbach at the Somers Town Hall, 7511 12TH Street.

Present: Chairman Ben Harbach, Supervisors Michael DeLuca, George Stoner, Judy Schantek & Richard Heinisch. Also present: Town Administrator William Morris & Clerk-Treasurer Tim Kitzman. Excused: Attorney Jeff Davison
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation for Victoria Graham & Letitia Short

Chairman Harbach stated the Certificates would be mailed as neither was present.

Consent and Approval of Minutes of Town Board meeting on 07-08-14 & Vouchers dated 07-10-14, 07-11-14, & 07-22-14
Sup. Schantek moved to approve Minutes of the Town Board meeting on 07-08-14 & payment of Vouchers dated 07-10-14, 07-11-14, & 07-22-14, second by Sup. Stoner. Motion carried 5-0. 
Correspondence
Received & Filed:  State of WI-Notice of Payment of Highway Aids; City of Kenosha Dept. of Community Development & Inspections re Rezoning of Properties north & south of Alford Drive along the Pike River 
Citizen Comments
Karen Rose, 4201 1st Street, stated she has noise & safety concerns involving firearms & ATVs occurring on property located at 4105 1st Street. (3 minutes) Dolores Acklam, 3910 4th Street, also spoke regarding safety & noise concerns at 4105 1st Street. (2 minutes) Tom Dibble, 6200 104th Avenue, reminded the Board that 104th Avenue repairs are the responsibility of the City of Kenosha. (6 minutes) Carl Kirkorian, 502 9th Place, pointed out cracks in the building. He also stated that fire fighters are smoking on Town property. Mr. Kirkorian reported a squad was stopped at a gas station in the City. (16 minutes) Ron Grimes, 3145 72nd Avenue, spoke regarding Town spending & lowered bond rating, fire chief salary & incorporation spending. He stated he opposes proposed changes to citizen comment guidelines. (19 minutes) Larry Harding, 445 8th Place, questioned whether incorporation would split the Town. He stated smoking by fire personnel on Town property should cease. Mr. Harding noted there is often little or no discussion on many agenda items. He also suggested a 10 minute limit on citizen comments. (3 minutes) Gregg Sinnen, 3190 100th Avenue, agreed there should be more of an explanation of agenda items and suggested a 10 minute limit on citizen comments. (5 minutes) John Sorensen, 524 13th Place, stated he agreed with Mr. Sinnen’s comments and that he would look into the smoking on Town property issue. (2 minutes)
Supervisor’s Comments
Sup. DeLuca thanked all for attending and responded to issues raised by residents regarding 4105 1st Street, 104th Avenue, smoking on Town property & the proposed citizen comment guidelines. Sup. Stoner stated he would ask the Sheriff’s Department to review the safety concerns at 4105 1st Street. He stated he opposed any transfer from Utility District #1 to the General Fund & supports moving ahead with the Carthage College Lift Station. Sup. Schantek responded to issues raised by residents regarding 4105 1st Street, 104th Avenue, smoking on Town property & the proposed citizen comment guidelines. She stated citizens can remain informed on Town issues without attending Board meetings. Sup. Heinisch thanked all for attending & that he appreciated the comments. Sup. Heinisch reported that his email is working & the address is on the Town website. Chairman Harbach announced Thomas J. Smith will start on August 11 as the new Fire Chief. He stated that density & homogeneity were key factors in the village incorporation process and the final decision will be by referendum. Chairman Harbach further stated the Board was engaged & making informed decisions.
Motion to extend Alford & Embassy Mobile Home Parks Repair Deadline for 60 days
Sup. DeLuca moved to extend Alford & Embassy Mobile Home Parks Repair Deadline for 60 days, second by Sup. Schantek. Motion carried 5-0. 
Action on proposed Resolution No. 14-008 regarding Citizen Comment Guidelines

Sup. DeLuca moved to adopt said resolution with item 6 to read “10 minutes” and adding “when 6 or more citizens speak on the same topic, a five minute time limit is imposed,” second by Sup. Stoner. Motion failed 1-4 with Chairman Harbach voting aye. Sup. DeLuca moved to table to the next work session, second by Sup. Heinisch. Motion carried 5-0.
Approval of Operator Licenses:  New:  Casey Jensen, Molly K. McDonough, Andrew J. Roberts.  Tabled:  Melissa S. Mendez
Sup. Schantek moved to take Melissa S. Mendez’ application off the table, second by Sup. DeLuca. Motion carried 5-0. Sup. Schantek moved to grant operator licenses to Casey Jensen, Molly K. McDonough, Andrew J. Roberts & Melissa S. Mendez, second by Sup. Stoner. Motion carried 5-0. 
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m.
Submitted by Timothy L. Kitzman, Clerk-Treasurer  
These minutes are not official until approved by the Town Board
