Park Commission Minutes

11-16-09

1) Chairperson Maurer called the meeting to order at 6:32PM. Members present were Larry Harding, Barb Willkomm, Mary Lichter, Chairperson Maurer, and alternate Darrell Borger. Commissioner Gordon Lake arrived at 6:37. Also present was Town Board Liaison Manfred Loomis. Commissioners Nick Lichter and Nina Smith were absent. 

2) Commissioner Harding moved to approve the minutes of the previous  

Meeting as well as the joint Plan/Park Commission meeting of 10-12-09. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Willkomm and passed unanimously.

3) Public Announcements/Citizens Comments-Nobody spoke

4) Review of the Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan-Brief discussion ensued.

The final version with all corrections is complete. 

5) There was lengthy discussion on Fabiano Park. Fencing around the cell tower is

Scheduled to be up on Friday this week. The parking lot will be completed this Spring. Possible signage for the Park was discussed at length. Chairperson 

Maurer presented a sketch of his vision for the sign, which was well received. He will discuss possible cost with our Town Administrator. Discussion ensued and questions arose about what entity was to pay for the proposed shelter at the Park. 

Many members believed that the cell tower company was supposed to purchase. Chairman Maurer will seek clarification on this issue. Chairman Maurer proposed a working budget for improvements at the Park. This included $1,500 for swing sets, $5,000 for the sign, $20,000 for the shelter, $2,000 for barbeque units, $5,000 for landscaping,  flags with lighting, a cement or gravel walkway, and trees were also discussed, but no dollar amounts given for them. A question arose with regard to how much money still remains in the Park Commissions 2009 budget. Chairman Maurer will inquire with our financial manager. Plans on spending our remaining budget will be taken up at the next meeting. 

6) Non agenda items- Commissioner Borger brought up the possibility of procuring 

5.5 acre parcel of lakefront property on the north end of town. Asking price is 3 million dollars. Commissioner Borger moved to direct Town staff to initiate possible purchase with whatever contingencies might be necessary. Commissioner Harding seconded. Commissioner Lake moved to amend the motion to include rationale for the inquiry including the fact that we currently have no lakefront parks, that such a park would be for passive, nature based use, and that there is great potential for attracting grants. The maker and seconder of the motion accepted the amendment. The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Loomis brought forth several issues. First, that staff has been directed by the Town Board to look into having three state owned drainage swales deeded over to the town for possible passive park development. The word is that if we wanted them, we could have them.  Second, that we are still working on the Ho-Chunk nation property at 13th Ave and Hwy. A.  for a possible $1, 99 year lease. We would develop parkland at this location. It was also recommended that we look into acquiring the Neumiller Woods area, across from Somers Place on Hwy E.  Mr. Loomis also reported that the there were no insurance issues involved if the Farmers Market were to make use of the old bank property east of Town Hall for an event. Also, the Thorpe property shooting range is operating legally. He also reported on current parkland zoning. Town Hall Park and Fabiano Park are zoned institutional. The remaining parks are zoned for recreational use. These zonings are proper, and, therefore, will not be an impediment to gaining grants. The sign on Sheridan Rd. for Fabiano Park is a go and will happen. 

Commissioner Willkomm presented a Kenosha News article about Silver Lake Park in Wheatland. They are working with Gateway on improvements and Commissioner Willkomm thought this could be a model for us to use visa vi involving our local universities. She will make sure we each get copied on this article. 

Chairman Maurer noted that Commissioner Nick Lichter’s term was up and he is choosing not to reup. A replacement will be named soon.

Our next meeting will be December 14th at 6:30 PM.

7) Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Darrell Borger at 8:39 and 

Seconded by Commissioner Mary Lichter. The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted

Larry A. Harding-Secretary

