Park Commission Minutes

08-17-09

1) The meeting was called to order at 6:36 P.M. Members present were Barb Willkomm, Mary Lichter, Tom Maurer, and Larry Harding. Commissioner Nick Lichter arrived at 6:38 and Commissioner Gordon Lake at 6:39. Commissioner Karl Scheidt and alternate Darrell Borger were excused. Also present was Town Board Liaison Manfred Loomis. 

2) Commissioner Larry Harding moved to approve the minutes from the previous 

meeting. Commissioner Mary Lichter seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

3) Public Announcements/Citizen Comments-Harlan Draeger, 375 Sheridan Rd. 

spoke in favor of developing parks in and around the Sheridan Rd. corridor.

4) Nina Smith gave an overview of the Farmers Market. Turnout was good and 

vendors were pleased. As the presence of dogs created criticism among some customers at the Market, discussion ensued about what action should be taken if any. 

            Commissioner Harding made a motion to enforce a No Dogs policy at the Market 

            And post a sign accordingly. Commissioner Nick Lichter seconded the motion. 

            Commissioners Mary Lichter, Lake and Willkomm voted nay. Commissioners 

            Harding, Nick Lichter, and Maurer voted aye. As the vote was tied, the motion 

            failed. No further action was taken on the matter.

5) Fabiano Park-Installation of the cell tower and building is off schedule. Long 

Discussion ensued regarding progress and specific details on this issue. In light of developments at Fabiano there was some discussion of the possibility of working out an east end entrance to the park. This would require some type of land swap or easement with the neighbor east of the park. No negotiations for such are currently in progress. 

            It was brought up that no parkland has been dedicated or properly zoned as 

            parkland. This could cause liability issues or hamper our ability to obtain park 

            related grants. Commissioner Mary Lichter moved to have town staff inform Park 

           Commission of current zoning and dedication status of existing parkland and 

           provide documentation of such. Chairperson Maurer seconded the motion which 

           passed unanimously. 

           Commissioner Lake reiterated his request to have Town Staff work with the 

           County to get signs on Sheridan Road directing people to Fabiano Park and to also 

           Get a sign for Fabiano fronting Highway E. 

6) 2010 Park Budget- Tentatively the Park Commission budget for 2010 will be

$32,000.00. $5,0000.00 in discretionary money and $27,000.00 for projects 

which must go before the Town Board. This mirrors the Commissions 2009 budget.

7) Steve Brunner took the floor at7:30 to discuss the Comprehensive Outdoor

Recreation Plan. He presented draft maps of our various parks and corrections 

and suggestions were made regarding changes to each concept plan.  All parks development will be ADA accessible going forward. 

Mr. Brunner remarked that our next meeting would involve development of trails and trail connections as well as further discussion of the concept maps per our directives. 

Nick Lichter was excused at 8:42.

8) Non Agenda Items-Comments/Discussion Only- Commissioner Lake brought up 

naming for our parks and suggested that neighbors might be polled to make name changes to our existing parks. There was brief discussion. 

Our next meeting will be 09-21-09 at 6:30 P.M.

9) Commissioner Harding made a motion to adjourn at 8:55. Commissioner Lake 

seconded the motion which passed unanimously

Respectfully Submitted

Larry A. Harding-Secretary

