Town of Somers Park Commission Meeting Minutes

May 19, 2008

Members Present:
Sue Borger, Gordon Lake, Tom Maurer, Jan Gollinger, Nick Lichter

Members Absent:
Mary Lichter

Also Present:

Vern Wienke, Loren Tolnai, Carl Kirkorian, Fred Loomis

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM.  The minutes from the previous meeting were approved with the following changes:
  1)  The wording of the recommendation to the Town Board was amended to read “The Park Commission recommends that the Town Board looks into our “option-to-buy” and purchases at least 2.8 acres of the Green property as soon as possible.”  
2)  Jan Gollinger stated that she didn’t actually accept the job of coordinating the homeowner’s recognition program and declines at this time to take on that responsibility.

The Fabiano Park dedication was discussed.  Everyone agreed that the whole affair went very well.  Bills were submitted to Tom Maurer for incidental expenses of the garden surrounding the park sign.  They were as follows:

1) $171.67 from Lowe’s for concrete edging paid by Jodin Froeber

2) $23.21 from Burr Oaks for 2 flower pots paid by Sue Borger

3) $97.06 from Burr Oaks for flowers paid by Sue Borger

4) $105.00 from Green Acres for mulch to paid to Green Acres

Sue B. discussed the garden and withdrew the proposal to plant a native wildflower garden around the Fabiano sign.  In its current layout, a more traditional, formal look might be better suited to the space.  Green Acres stated that they had a tree to donate.  They and other agencies may be contacted for other donations of small shrubs. Tom Maurer is looking into the Urban Forestry Grant Program.

The cake and coffee reception which was to be held after the park dedication was declined by Amy Fabiano due to another commitment.

Gitzlaff Park was discussed.  Sue B. reported on the meeting held on May 12 to walk the Gitzlaff property.  Dean Thomas Schnaubelt from UW Parkside Center for Community Partnerships attended along with Sue B., Tom M. Chris Kaplan (from Tallgrass Restoration), Darrell Borger, and Jim Smith.  Several initial observations were made:

1) The front portion is currently planted in winter wheat.  When this crop is harvested, the land could be ready to be planted or otherwise developed.

2) The stream bed is lined with boxelder trees and other more valuable native trees and shrubs.  Removal of invasive species and restoration of that area would be feasible.
3) The back portion north of the stream is very rough.  The field was plowed several years ago and was left fallow.  Weeds and small trees have taken over and the ground is in deep furrows making walking or mowing impossible.  Chris Kaplan recommended that we contact a farmer to use the field for crops for several years.  This would level the ground and reduce the weeds.

Carl S. moved that the Commission contact Larry Gitzlaff within the next week to see if he would be interested in farming that part of the Gitzlaff property north of the stream.  The Town of Somers would provide access to that field alongside the north side of the old treatment plant.  The agreement would be proposed for 3 years and would be at no charge.  If Larry G. declines, we will contact another farmer.   Sue B. seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Temporary ball diamonds in Gitzlaff Park were proposed by Tom M. and discussed.  The softball program is at capacity and is turning people away.  Changes in scheduling of game times, sharing Shoreland High School and portable lighting systems were proposed.  Vern W. recommended checking with the appropriate state agencies before putting in something temporary.  Carl S. suggested we look into buying the Neil Thorpe property which is directly east of the Gitzlaff property.  It is currently for sale and is approximately 15 – 17 acres.   The addition of this land would make a ball park feasible on the north side of Highway E.  Tom M. will contact Mr. Thorpe as soon as he can.
Joe and Tina Fonk will be invited to the next meeting in June to get their input.  Vern W. reported that the town will have the fencing and backstop work needed on our existing diamonds done by an outside contractor in time for the start of the season.

The budget for the Park Commission was discussed.  It was decided that we need some discretionary spending for small items that would not require Town Board approval.  All expenditures would be approved at Commission meetings and documented in the meeting minutes.  An ongoing treasurer’s report would be kept to track expenditures.  Nick L. moved that we ask the Town Board for $10,000 for the Park Commission annual budget.  Carl S. seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

Representatives from Kenosha/Racine Land Trust and from Root Pike WIN will be asked to be guest speakers at our next meeting to discuss the Town’s options to transfer natural land corridors into conservancies as they develop.

Vern W. and Fred L. asked that the proposals made by this Commission be placed on a cover sheet accompanying the minutes.  This would make it easier for the Board members to use without having to wade through the entire length of the minutes.

Tom M. will work on the homeowner recognition program.
The next meeting will be held on June 16, 2008 at 6:00 PM (instead of 6:30).  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Minutes submitted by Sue Borger, Secretary.

