Town of Somers Park Commission Meeting

September 22, 2008

Members Present:  Jan Gollinger, Tom Maurer, Sue Borger, Gordon Lake, Nick Lichter

Members Absent:  Mary Lichter, Karl Scheidt

Also Present:  Tina Funk, Harlen Draeger, Joe Davila

The meeting was called to order by Tom Maurer at 6:35 PM.  

Gordon asked that the titles of Jim Smith, Town Chairman and Fred Loomis, Supervisor be included in the minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting were then approved (Sue B. moved, Gordon L. seconded, unanimously approved).  
Tina Funk reported on the 2008 Softball Program.  There were 560 kids participating; 285 residents @ $20 each and 275 non-residents @ $40 each for a total of $16,700 collected in fees.  Expenses were estimated at $12.950.  Tina recommended that we increase the fees in 2009 to $30 for residents and $50 for non-residents.  She also would like to increase umpire pay from $13 to $15 per game.  There were 3 major items on the 2009 wish list:
1) Fix drainage on north and south diamonds.

2) Purchase 3 “Job Boxes” to store bases and other equipment at diamonds.

3) Resolve the parking issues.

Harlen Draeger, Somers resident, spoke to the Commission about the Lakeshore Neighborhood and his participation in an advisory steering committee for that neighborhood.  There is continuing interest in acquiring lakefront property for a neighborhood park and for an environmental corridor along the Pike River.  This has been recommended since 1966, but has not gone forward due to financial and landowner concerns.  He submitted the draft of the steering committee discussing these plans to the Park Commission.
Joe Davila, Somers resident, spoke to the Commission with concerns about the development of Gitzlaff Park and the possible purchase of the Thorpe property.  

Bill Morris was absent for this meeting but did forward two memos to the Commission:

1) 9-15-08  Bill reported that he and Chairman Jim Smith met with Neil Thorpe and his wife and got a price for the seventeen acres of $656,200 - $731,000.

2) 9-22-08  Bill reported that the 2009 budget for the Park Commission is still pending and that he will keep us informed in the next few weeks.
As Bill was not at hand, the Commission did not further discuss any budgetary details.  There was some concern by some members to stay informed of the budget planning to avoid missing a deadline.  
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Tom Maurer spoke of a planned development on highways H and 142 and his wish that a portion of that property be set aside as a possible future park.

It was noted that the back field of the Gitzlaff property has still not been burned by the Somers Fire Department.  

Tom M. discussed his proposal for a Flag Football program and a Cheerleader for the fall season between our successful softball and basketball programs.  Three age groups (5-6, 7-8, 9-10) would be created.  Tom stressed that it would be nice to offer this type of activity as it is similar in spirit to our other programs – low-key with everyone getting to play.  Also, there are no other Flag Football programs offered in our area.  He suggested that assistance might be found at Parkside or Carthage, and that we’d need to find interested parents to develop and run the program.
Tina Funk suggested a girl’s volleyball program would also be a good idea.  She will make inquiries about these ideas.

Tom M. discussed a website for the Parks Commission.  Tom’s son has volunteered to create it for us, but Tim Kitzman, Somers Clerk-Treasurer said he will do it and link it to the Town of Somers website.

Jan Gollinger discussed the Sunny Somers project.  She has three homeowners and has interviewed the first one and submitted her information to the Kenosha News.  Jan reported that she’s had difficulty in communicating with the people at the News and the article has not yet been published.  All three homeowners will be issued a certificate of appreciation from the Park Commission which Jan will hand-deliver.  She also plans to take down the posters and door hangers from the various locations until next spring.
A certificate of appreciation for the excellent 2008 Softball Program was presented to Tina and Joe Funk by the Park Commission.  A photo of Tina accepting the award with several Park Commission members was taken and will be submitted to the next Town Newsletter.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM (Sue B. moved, Nick L. seconded,  unanimously approved).

Minutes submitted by Sue Borger, Secretary.

