Town of Somers Park Commission Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2008

Members Present:
Tom Maurer, Karl Scheidt, Sue Borger, Jan Gollinger, Mary Lichter, Nick Lichter, Gordon Lake, Vern Wienke

Also Present:
Darrell Borger, Fred Loomis, Chris Kaplan, Tina Funk, Carl Kirkorian

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM.  The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved (Karl S. moved, Gordon L. seconded).

Chris Kaplan from Tallgrass Restoration, LLC gave a 20 minute presentation about the benefits of native plants when used in land restoration.  Examples of work they did for a passive-use park in the Township of Linn were shown.  The planning and development of the Gitzlaff Park would be enhanced through a professional and scientific assessment of the land, incorporating Southeastern Wisconsin native prairie, savannah and woodland plants.  This would attract a wide array of beneficial wildlife as well as human park users.  Costs for native prairie seeds range from $500 - $1000 per acre, the higher cost reflecting mixes with a higher percentage of flowers.  Tallgrass Restoration would provide estimates and assist the Commission in filing a grant application to Root Pike WIN for funds to begin this process.  

Sue B. reported that she discussed the Gitzlaff Park development with Dean Thomas Schnaubelt from the University of Wisconsin – Parkside Center for Community Partnerships.  Dean Schnaubelt will meet with Sue and any other interested Park Commission members on May 5, 2009 at 9:00 at the Town Hall.  We plan to walk the Gitzlaff property and discuss ideas relating to possible projects and partnerships with UWP.  Fred L. presented an excellent aerial photo of the Gitzlaff property to the Commission (also one of Fabiano Park).
The EA Ballpark was discussed.  Tom M. obtained the costs and engineering plans for the City of Kenosha’s Little League Nash Park – $2.6 Million.  Carl stated the city plan was well designed and used space efficiently and that we should adapt much of their ideas into our plans.  Our ball diamonds would be smaller for softball. The EA property also has room for soccer fields and for a playground which should accommodate various age groups.  It will be necessary to construct a restroom / concession building with storage for sports equipment. Parking space and storm water runoff issues must also be addressed.  Ideas for a pavilion or band shell were also discussed, with the idea that this larger EA park might serve as the main community center after the 4th of July parade and other functions.
The EA property could be connected to the existing ball fields and the Town Hall and maintenance facilities if the Town would purchase the “2.8 acre Green Property”.  This would address roadway safety issues and facilitate and enhance the development and care and maintenance of the new EA park by creating a land bridge between the two properties. 

RECOMMENDATION:   The Park Commission recommends that the Town Board looks into our “option-to-buy” and pursues the purchase of the 2.8 acre Green property as soon as possible.
Tina Funk presented a form she designed, “Softball Diamond Trouble Report” to the Commission for our approval.  This form will be used whenever there are maintenance or safety issues that require the Public Works Department.  The form was approved with slight modifications.  Tina also presented an estimate from Aluminum Fence Company for a protective fence to be installed on the NE ball diamond at a cost of $3576.86.  This will be referred to Bill Morris.  Lastly, Tina presented a request for new bases which would last longer than the kind currently in use.  
RECOMMENDATION:  The Park Commission recommends that the Public Works Department install the fence needed on the NE ball diamond by May 26, 2008 (the beginning of the season) if time and manpower permits.  Otherwise, they should contract this work out to Aluminum Fence Co. or another approved contractor.
Budget and maintenance costs for the parks were discussed.  Currently the Town pays for all park maintenance from the general Public Works budget.  The Commission would like to get the data on how much of that is park related.  Mary L. explained how Kenosha County Parks keeps track of their hours and jobs using time sheets.  She will look further into this.

A new form, “Park Maintenance & Improvement Request” will be created to use for non-softball issues.  Since staff personnel do not routinely attend our meetings, it was felt that an official, written request to Public Works staff would be an efficient and timely method of communication.  

The dedication of Fabiano Park is scheduled for May 18, 2008 at Fire Station No. 2 at 1:00 P.M.  Plans for the installation for the sign are in the works.  Carl K. stated that he has arranged for several speakers, and cake, coffee and punch would be provided.  He will also see that the Kenosha News and the Milwaukee TV stations are notified.  Local AM radio coverage would also be contacted, but he declined to contact WGTD. 

Jan G. accepted the job of coordinating a new Somers program to recognize homeowners who do an exceptional job of maintaining their home and garden.  It was suggested to honor a Somers resident on a rotating basis, with a photo of their home featured in the Kenosha News, similar to the “Good Job, Neighbor!” program in Kenosha. 
Land transfers to selected conservancies were discussed, particularly in respect to the new River Vista development and the Pike River corridor.  
RECOMMENDATION:  The Park Commission recommends that the Town Board officially promotes the transfer of natural land corridors to appropriate conservancy organizations to provide benefit to developer, homeowner and the Town of Somers.  These benefits are 1)  a tax write-off for the developer, 2) lower taxes for homeowners in that subdivision, 3) no maintenance or liability issues for homeowner associations, 4)  conservancy organizations have increased access to grant monies and state or federal programs, 5) enhanced environment and esthetics for Somers.
By-law amendment issues were tabled.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Park Commission recommends that the Somers Plan Commission provide copies of those plans from developers to the Commission if those plans impact parks, multi-use trails, or natural corridors.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 P.M.
Minutes submitted by Sue Borger, Secretary
