Town of Somers Park Commission Meeting

November 17, 2008

Members Present:  Tom Maurer, Jan Gollinger, Nick Lichter, Sue Borger

Members Absent:  Gordon Lake, Karl Scheidt, Mary Lichter

Also Present:  Fred Loomis, Town Supervisor

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved (Nick L. moved, Jan G. seconded, unanimous).

Tom spoke to Tim Kitzman, Town Clerk about potential consultants for park planning.  Tom left a list of six consultants he’d found in the Wisconsin Park and Recreation Association Journal for Tim.  

It was agreed by all present to omit the December, 2008 meeting due to the holidays.

The 2009 budget was discussed.  Fred L. reported that the Park Commission was budgeted a total of $35,770, $27,000 of that for consultant fees.  Also included was $5000 for discretionary spending, and $3500 for commissioner salaries.  Fred also discussed a meeting he had earlier today with Jim Smith, Town Chairman and Bill Morris, Town Administrator.  According to Bill M. and Jim S., the Park Commission was not budgeted any money for the Recreation expenses, as that was not our purpose.  Sue B. shared a copy of Ordinance 07-008 which confirms that our authority is limited to “issues relating to the acquisition, improvement and uses of park lands owned or sought to be acquired by the Town.”   Tom M. explained that he felt that the Recreation programs should be part of the Park Commission, as that is the common practice.  Fred L. said that there was concern that our commission was going to be fully occupied with the park planning and the consultant and that we wouldn’t be able to also oversee the recreation programs.  Tom M. said he’d meet with Jim S. soon and get clarification.  This item will be discussed at the January, 2009 meeting.
Sue B. said that the ordinance will need to be modified to reflect our salaries and to include any recreation oversight, if the Town Board deemed it appropriate.  Tom. M. would also like to see an attendance clause added to the ordinance which would allow the replacement of any commissioner with three consecutive unexcused absenses.

Sue B. suggested that commissioners be paid per diem.

Fred L. said that the burning of the Gitzlaff property is on the Fire Department’s agenda, but they have several other buildings to burn first.  He also announced the 75th Anniversary for the Fire Department which will be celebrated next summer, July 31st and August 1st.  A big party with a tent, fireworks, music and other activities is being planned.

Tom M. said he had a person interested in the cheerleader program.  He had some coaches lined up for the possible flag football program, but no one yet to manage it.
The next meeting will be January 19, 2009.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 PM.

Minutes submitted by Sue Borger, Secretary.

