SOMERS PLAN COMMISSION

1-7-08 Minutes

1.
Call to order - The Somers Plan commission was called to order at 6:30 p. m. by Commissioner Leon Dreger. 

Present - , Commissioners, Leon Dreger, Shirley Mandernack, Karl Scheidt, Edna Highland, Robert Sabath and Gordon Lake.  Also present was Town Planner Harlan Clinkenbeard and Town Administrator William Morris.  Chairman Smith was called to help at the Emergency Response Center because of the tornados.

2.
Approval of minutes of previous meeting – Commissioner Mandernack made the motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting; Commissioner Highland seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

3.   
Correspondence -   There was no Correspondence submitted for the meeting. 

4
Citizens Comments - Commissioner Dreger asked if anyone wished to speak regarding any item 

on the agenda or any other Plan Commission matter.  No one wished to speak at this time.

5.
Smart Growth Update - Mr. Morris stated that the Smart Growth meeting would start again at the


end of the month.  He encouraged everyone to get involved with the future of not only the Town of 

Somers but all of Kenosha County.  The next meeting will be on January 29, 2008 at the Kenosha 


County Center at 2:00 p.m.

6.
Public hearing and action on request from Jay & Laura Menarek, 1451 172nd Avenue, Union Grove, WI 53182 for rezoning from A-2 General Agricultural District to B-2 Community Business District on Tax Parcel #80-4-222-171-0010.   -  Commissioner Dreger asked for staff recommendations.  Mr. Morris and Mr. Clinkenbeard recommended the approval of the rezone.   Jay Menarek, owner and his engineer Mark Eberle were present to answer questions.  Commissioner Lake made the motion to approve the rezone; Commissioner Sabath seconded motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

7.
Public hearing and action on request from Jay & Laura Menarek, 1451 172nd Avenue, Union Grove, WI 53182 for Site Plan Review on Tax Parcel #80-4-222-171-0010.  Commissioner Dreger introduced the request for Site Plan Review and asked if anyone had any questions or comments.  Mr. Clinkenbeard, Town Planner had questions regarding the detention pond.  Mr. Eberle responded by stating that the parcel was 1and 1/2 acre and the engineering accounted for


the filling and hard surface and they also proposed to expand the channel to detain the water.  He


said the detention pond would go dry.  Mr. Clinkenbeard was also concerned with the landscaping


and wanted to see more along HWY "E" so that when driving by you would not see a parking lot,  He suggested a 3 to 4 foot wall or additional shrubs or a hedge to screen cars.  Commissioner Mandernack made the motion to approve with the additional landscaping to buffer cars on both HWY "E" and HWY "H"; Commissioner Highland seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.

 8.     
 Public hearing and action on request of SFW Land LLC, 205 W Randolph #1750, Chicago, IL 60606 (Owner), Super Excavators, Inc. N59 W14601 Bobolink Avenue, Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 (Agent/Operator) for a Conditional Use Permit for the operation of a Temporary Crushing Site, 
related 
to the reconstruction of State Trunk Highway “32” (Sheridan Road)

on Tax Parcel 
#81-4-223-074-0006.   Commissioner Dreger introduced the request for the crushing plant and asked if anyone was present to represent the request.  Kevin Kosewski, project manager for the Sheridan Road project responded.    Discussion followed.  It was requested by Town Planner and Staff approved the project with conditions that will be stated in the motion.  Commissioner Sabath mad the motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit with 


the following conditions :


1.
Hours of Operation - 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.


2.
Dust Control in Place


3.
Drainage devices so no runoff goes into the river or onto other property

4.
Site Restoration guaranteed by Fall of 2008

5.
Letter of Credit for $5000.00 to the Town of Somers 

Motion was seconded by Commissioner Mandernack.  Motion carried 5-0
9.
Tabled Public hearing and action on request from Eugene and Elvira DeBartolo, 4249 4th Street, Kenosha, WI 53144 (Owners). Requesting rezoning from A-2 General Agricultural District and C-2 Upland Resource Conservancy District to R-1 Rural Residential District, R-2 Suburban Single-Family Residential District, C-1 Lowland Resource Conservancy District and C-2 Upland Resource Conservancy District on Tax Parcel #80-4-222-024-0020.

Commissioner Mandernack made the motion to remove from the table; Commissioner Highland seconded the motion.  Motion Carried 5-0.


Representing the DeBartolo were Jay and Elvira DeBartolo, Dave Barnes and Engineers Mark Madsen and Ian Bagley, from Neilson Madsen and Barber.  A lengthy discussion followed discussing the engineering of the ditch and retention ponds.  The following neighbors of the DeBartolo's were present and spoke for the project:  Maria Fabiano of 4625 4th Street and the owner of the property at 4220 6th Street.   Also present were neighbors Nancy and Pete Loewen and Cathy and Ross Meader and they spoke against the project.   Mark Madsen explained the engineering and stated 
that they were taking the current culvert from 15" to 18" which would double the capacity and the retention pond would take care of all 4 lots in the project.  They had met all Town and County requirements.  Mr. Morris stated that he had met with the Town Engineers and they assured him the engineering for the project was accurate and would work.  Mr. Morris asked for a Blow -up on the CSM showing the 1 foot wide strip of land that would be retained by the DeBartolo's along the road.  Commissioner Scheidt made the motion to approve the rezone request with a second culvert along the road be put in by the DeBartolo's to correct the natural flow of water from the blocked land; Commissioner Mandernack seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Lake opposed.


Note:  Mr. Barnes agreed to put in the second culvert based on Staff recommendation and no further engineering approvals.

10.
Tabled Public hearing and action on request from Eugene and Elvira DeBartolo, 4249 4th Street, WI 53144, requesting approval of Certified Survey Map on Tax Parcel #80-4-222-024-0020.


Because of all of the discussion prior Commissioner Scheidt made the motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit with 2nd culvert put in by the DeBartolo's to correct the natural flow of water from the blocked land; Commissioner Mandernack seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner Lake opposed.


Note:  Mr. Barnes agreed to put in the second culvert based on Staff recommendation and no further engineering approvals.
11.
Discuss neighborhood plans - reminder next meeting is January 10, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

12.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectively Submitted,

Ann Brumback
